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CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0417 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR OAU AO 

SUBJECT: OAU ANGOLAN SUMMIT: ADJOURNS AS HEAD-ON CONPRONTATION 
BRINGS NO SOLUTION 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 0398 AND PREVIOUS 

1. AT 05:30 LOCAL TIME, JANUARY 13, OAU SPOKESMAN TOLD 
NEWSMEN AND OTHER OAU WATCHERS THAT THE SUMMIT HAD BEEN 
ADJOURNED. HE SAID THAT ALTER SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING THE 
ANGOLAN PROBLEM JANUARY 10 TO 12, THE ASSEMBLY OF THE HEADS 
OP STATE AND GOVERNMENT OP THE OAU HAD DECIDED TO ADJOURN 
THE SUMMIT AND TO REQUEST THE BUREAU (POR ANGOLA) OP THE 
12TH SUMMIT (IN KAMPALA) TO POLLOW THE QUESTION CLOSELY. 

2. ALTHOUGH MANY ATTEMPTS AT COMPROMISE WERE MADE BY MEM- 
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REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED JANUARY 12, HARDLINERS, EROM BOTH 
PRO-MPLA AND ANTI-MPLA PACTIONS, REPUSED TO COM- 
PROMISE. WHILE ALL CONPEREES COULD AGREE TO CONDEMN 
SOUTH APRICAN INTERVENTION AND THE MODERATE PROPOSAL 
POR A GOVERNMENT OP RECONCILIATION WAS DISCARDED MIDWAY 
DURING THE DAY, REPORTEDLY NO AGREEMENT COULD BE REACHED 
ON AN IMMEDIATE CEASEEIRE AND WITHDRAWAL OP ALL POREIGN 
TROOPS. 

3. ACCORDING TO ONE RELIABLE SOURCE, THE ASSEMBLY AP- 
POINTED A 5-NATION NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE PROM EACH SIDE 
TO TRY TO HAMMER OUT A COMPROMISE POR THE GOOD OP APRICA. 
ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, AFTER THIS GROUP HAD ENGAGED IN 
CONSIDERABLE DEBATE, OAU CHAIRMAN IDIDAMIN IMPATIENTLY 
INTERRUPTED IT AND HUMOROUSLY URGED THE GROUP TO FIND A 
SOLUTION WHICH WOULD SAVE HIS CHAIRMANSHIP FROM ILL RE- 
PUTE. THIS REPORTEDLY ANGERED THE CONFEREES WHO TOLD 
AMIN TO WITHDRAW. AMIN WITHDREW AND APPARENTLY PRECI- 
PITOUSLY ADJOURNED THE SUMMIT. 

4. ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY ACTIVE AWAY FROM OAU PREMISES, 

THE CUBAN DELEGATION DID NOT ADDRESS THE SUMMIT AS PRE- 
DICTED POSSIBLE IN ADDIS ABABA 0313. 

5. COMMENT: THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND NIGHT OF JANUARY 12, 
AND THE EARLY MORNING OF JANUARY 13, IT BECAME APPARENT 
THAT THERE WAS LITTLE GIVE ON THE BOTH SIDES FOR A COM- 
PROMISE. MORE EXPERIENCED HEADS OF STATE SUCH AS 
NYERERE OF TANZANIA AND SIAD OF SOMALIA ON THE PRO-MPLA 
SIDE AND KUANDA FROM ZAMBIA ON THE ANTI-MPLA SIDE REPOR- 
TEDLY SHOWED CONSIDERABLE WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE. 
MORE RADICAL MPLA SUPPORTERS AND THE MPLA ITSELF, WHOSE 
BACK WAS STIFFEREND BY THE CUBAN DELEGATION CURRENTLY IN 
ADDIS, REFUSED ANY SIGNIFICANT COMPROMISE. WHILE NOTE 
"THE DEATH KNELL OF THE OAU" AS WARNED BY GHANAIAN FORE- 
IGN MINISTER FEI J .I (C.F. PARA 4 ADDIS 0284), THE FAILURE 

OF THE SUMMIT TO ARRIVE AT AT LEAST AN ACCEPTABLE COMPRO- 
MISE, HOWEVER WATERED DOWN, IS A SEVERE SETBACK TO OAU 
PRESTIGE, HEIGHTENS INTRA-AFRICAN TENSIONS AND OPENS THE 
WAY FOR EVEN GREATER DISARRAY IN ANGOLA. 
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